Trends in marine fish production in India - 1981 by CMFRI, FRAD
TRENDS IN MARINE FISH PRODUCTION IN INDIA—1981' 
The total marine fish production in India during 1981 
was estimated at 13,78,457 tonnes as compared to 
12,49,837 tonnes during 1980, showing an increase of 
about 10%. While West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, 
Pondicherry, Kamataka, Goa, Maharashtra, Gujarat 
and Lakshadweep recorded higher landings, Orissa and 
Kerala accounted lower catches as compared to 1980. 
The catch in Andhra Pradesh and Andamans remained 
more or less same (Table 1). 
Table 1. Statewise total marine fish landings in India 
during the years 1981 and 1980 (in tonnes) 
Sl.No. State 1981 1980 
1. West Bengal 20,107 
2. Orissa 35,655 
3. Andhra Pradesh 1,16,143 
4. Tamil Nadu 2,21,296 
5. Pondicherry** 10,755 
6. Kerala 2,74,395 
7. Karnataka 1,53,349 
8. Goa*** 34,498 
9. Maharashtra 2,72,587 
10. Gujarat 2,34,510 
11. Andamans 1,862 
12. Lakshadweep 3,300 














TOTAL 13,78,457 12,49,837 
* Contai coast only 
Excluding Mahe and Yenam which are included 
in Kerala and Andhra Pradesh respectively. 
Excluding Daman and Diu which are included 
in Gujarat. 
Partial coverage of larger trawlers. 
Comparable figure for 1981 is not available. 
Pelagic and demersal group of fishes 
The specieswise composition of total marine fish 
landings in India is shown in Table 2. The pelagic 
.group of species comprises of Chirocentrus, oil sardine, 
lesser sardines, hilsa shad, other shads, Stolephorus, 
(white bait), Thryssa, Setipinna, Coilia, other clupeoids, 
Bombay duck, half beaks and full beaks, flying fish, 
ribbon fish, carangids, mackerel, seer fish, tunnies. 
barracudas, mullets and unicorn cod. The elas'mo-' 
branchs, eels, catfishes, lizard fishes, perches, red mullets, 
polynemids, sciaenids, silverbellies, Lactarius, pomfrets, • 
soles, prawns, lobsters and cephalopods foitn the, 
demersal group. The statewise break-up of pelagic 
and demersal groups of fishes is shown in Table 3 and' 
Fig. 1. 
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Fig. 1. Pelagic and demersal catch in different states during 
1981 
From Table 3 it is noticed that Kerala accounted for 
the highest catch of pelagic group of fishes during 1981, 
followed by Maharashtra, Karnataka, Gujarat, Tamil 
Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. As regards demersal 
group of fishes, Maharashtra recorded the maximum 
catch followed by Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka. .-
All India marine fish production during 1971 to 1981 
Table 4 shows the all India total marine fish produ-
ction and species composition for the 11 year period 
1971 to 1981. The production figures show a fluctua-
ting trend between 1971 and 1981, the maximum and 
minimum landings being 1.42 million in 1975 and 0.98 
million tonnes in 1972 respectively. The landings during' 
1981 formed about 97% of the maximum catch recorded 
in 1975. The trends in marine fish production in respect 
of various maritime states of India are shown in Tables 
5 to 17. 
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Other sardines (Lesser sardines) 
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Pig face breams 
Threadfin breams 
Other perches 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Name of fish 
Silverbellies 
























Unicorn cod (Bregmaceros) 
Flat fishes 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 3. Statewise break-up of the landings of pelagic 
and demersal group of fishes during 1981 
(in tonnes) 
Sl.No. State Pelagic Demersal Total 
1. West Bengal 
2. Orissa 
3. Andhra Pradesh 













































TOTAL 7,61,556 6,16,901 13,78,457 
Statewise marine fish production 
West Bengal 
During 1981, the total marine fish landings in West 
Bengal were estimated at about 20,000 t in comparison 
to 6,000 t in 1980. However, it may be noted that 
during 1981, 24 Parganas district was covered for the 
first time in addition to Contai coast of Midnapore 
district in the regular survey programme for marine 
fish catch estimates in West Bengal. The species that 
were landed in substantial quantities were catfishes 
(4,400 t, 22%), pomfrets (3,300 t, 16%), hilsa shad 
(2,700 t, 13%), other clupeoids (2,400 t, 12%), non-
penaeid prawns (1,300 t, 6%) and seer fish (1,100 t, 
5%). Table 5 shows the specieswise composition of 
marine fish landings in West Bengal during the years 
1976 to 1981. Prior to 1976, the estimates for West 
Bengal were combined with that of Orissa and the 
combined figures for West Bengal and Orissa are shown 
in Table 6 for the years 1969 to 1975. 
Orissa 
The total catch declined by about 3,700 t (9%) in 
1981 as compared to previous year. The reduction 
in the total landings was mainly due to a fall in the 
catches of pomfrets and hilsa shad whose catches were 
lower by about 5,400 and 3,000 t respectively. The 
catch of catfishes and lesser sardines, however, increased 
by about 4,000 and 2,600 t respectively. Table 7 shows 
the specieswise composition of marine fish catch in 
Orissa for the years 1976 to 1981. 
Andhra Pradesh 
No vaiiation was seen in the total catch during 1981, 
the estimated catch for 1980 and 1981 being about 1.16 
lakh tonnes each. The species that showed an increase in 
their landings were white baits, silverbellies, catfishes, 
lesser sardines^ penaeid prawns and perches, the increase 
being 7,600, 6,100, 1,900, 1,800, 1,500 and 1,000 t res-
pectively. This was offset by the decrease in the lan-
dings of ribbon fish, Thryssa, mackerel, non-penaeid 
prawns and sciaenids, the decrease in their landings 
being 7,400, 4,800, 2,900, 2,700 and 2,500 t respectively. 
The speciewise composition of marine fish landings in 
Andhra Pradesh for the years 1971-1981 are shown 
in Table 8. 
Tamil Nadu 
The total landings in Tamil Nadu during 1981 
increased marginally by about 4,000 t as compared to 
1980 with a significant increase in the landings of silver-
bellies to the extent of about 13,000 t. The catch of 
penaeid prawns, other crustaceans and Thryssa also 
showed an increase of about 4,500, 3,300 and 1,400 t 
respectively. A decUne in the landings of croakers, 
lesser sardines, white baits, elasmobranchs and seer 
fish by about 6,400, 5,500, 4,800, 2,200, 1,700 t respe-
ctively was also noticed. Table 9 shows the specieswise 
composition of marine fish catch in Tamil Nadu for 
the years 1971 to 1981. 
Pondicherry 
An increase of about 1,400 t (15%) in the total catch 
was noticed during 1981 when compared with that of 
1980. While the landings of carangids, flying fish and 
perches increased by 1,200, 600 and 300 t respectively, 
the catch of lesser sardines declined by about 1,400 t. 
The specieswise composition of marine fish production 
in Pondicherry during the years 1971 to 1981 is shown 
in Table 10. 
Kerala 
The total catch in Kerala during 1981 declined mar-
ginally by about 5,100 t (2%) compared to the previous 
year. A significant increase in the catch of oil sardine 
by about 77,000 t was noticed. However, another 
major fishery of this state, prawn fishery, suffered a 
set back with a decline of about 30,000 t. This was 
to a great extent due to the fall in the catches of prawns 
in Sakthikulangara, to the tune of about 27,000 tonnes 
in 1981 as compared to 1980. The other important 
species that showed a decUne in their landings were 
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In Tables 4 to 17, for purpose of comparison with previous years, the following fishes have been included in the groups mentioned against them for the year 
1981. (1) Coilia and Setipinna in other clupeoids and miscellaneous respectively. (2) Bill fishes in miscellaneous (3) Stomatopods in Crabs and other crustaceans. 
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Table 12. Composition of marine fish landings in Karnataka during 1971 to 1981 (in tonnes) 
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TOTAL 1,03,724 92,676 91,484 76,263 87,494 95,283 97,152 1,52,860 1,26,384 1,15.322 1,53,349 
perches, ribbon fish, tunnies, catfish, white bait,";, lesser 
sardines and croakers, the reduction being 9,300, 5,900, 
5,100, 4,400, ,3,500, 3,400 and 3,000 t respectively. 
Table 11 shows the species composition of marine fish 
landings in Kerala for the period 1971 to 1981. 
Karnataka 
In Karnataka, the total marine fish landings showed 
a substantial increase of about 38,000 t (33 %) during 
1981 as compared to 1980. The catch of oil sardine 
increased significantly by about 23,000 t contributing 
substantially to the increase in the total catch of the 
state. The landings of catfishes, tunnies, lesser sardines 
and penaeid prawns also increased by about 2,100, 
1,600, 1,200 and 1,000 t respectively. The catch 
of silverbellies, ribbon fish, croakers and perches, 
however, showed a decline of about 3,000, 1,300, 1,200 
and 700 t respectively. The specieswise composition 
of total marine fish production in Karnataka during 
the years 1971 to 1981 is given in Table 12. 
Goa 
An increase of about 10,000 t (41 %) in the total lan-
dings was noticed during 1981 as compared to 1980. 
While the landings of oil sardine, mackerel, catfishes 
and perches increased by about 5,200, 1,500, 1,100 
and 900 t respectively, ribbon fish catch showed a 
decline of about 400 t. Table 13 shows the details 
of specieswise composition of total marine fish landings 
in Goa during the years 1971 to 1981. 
Maharashtra 
The total marine fish catch in Maharashtra during 
1981 was estimated at 2.73 lakh t. The important 
fisheries of the state viz. Bombay duck, non-penaeid 
prawns, penaeid prawns, croakers, pomfrets and 
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catfishes landed about 30, 20, 8, 6, 6, and 4 per cent 
respectively of the total catch (Table 4). 
Gujarat 
In Gujarat, the total marine fish landings increased 
by about 31,000 t (15%) during 1981 as compared to 
1980. Bombay duck, the major fishery of this state, 
showed an increase in the catch by about 17,400 t. 
The other species that showed increase in their landings 
were other crustaceans, pomfrets, catfishes, croakers, 
perches and carangids, the improvement being 11,600, 
6,600, 5,100, 3,600, 2,400 and 2,100 t respectively. The 
catch of eels, penaeid prawns and ribbon fish showed 
adecUneofabout 6,200, 3,500 and 2,500 t respectively. 
Table 15 shows the specieswise composition of total 
marine fish landings in Gujarat for the years 1971 to 
1981. 
Andamans 
A marginal increase of about 60 t (3 %) in the total 
catch was noticed during 1981 as compared to 1980. 
While catches of. silverbellies and whitebaits increased 
by 170 and 901 respectively, the catch of perches showed 
a decline of about 110 t. The specieswise composition 
of total marine fish catch in Andamans for the years 
1971 to 1981 is shown in Table 16. 
Lakshadweep 
The total marine fish catch in Lakshadweep showed 
a marginal increase of about 400 t (13%) during 1981. 
This is mainly due to higher landings of tunnies which 
showed an increase of about 5001. Elasmobranchs and 
perches, however, showed a decline of about 100 and 
601 respectively. Table 17 shows the specieswise 
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composition of total marine fish catch in Laksha-
dweep during 1971 to 1981. 
Species composition 
Some changes have been effected in the specieswise 
presentation of catch data from 1981 onwards (Table 2). 
The estimates of marine fish catch were classified under 
27 groups till 1980. This year the revision of these 
groups was done with a view to bring in the related 
genera/species of fishes under the relevant headings. 
For example Chirocentrus (wolf herring) has been 
brought under the broad category of clupeoids under 
which also fall oil sardine, lesser sardines, hilsa shad, 
other shads, anchovies and others. Under some groups, 
further categorisation was done on the basis of their 
commercial importance. For instance, the pomfrets 
have been categorised into black, silver and Chinese 
pomfrets. Because of their potential importance 
billfishes, hitherto falling under miscellaneous, have been 
grouped separately. Trachynotus, Coryphaena and 
Elacate have been brought under other carangids and 
similarly Gazza has been brought under silverbellies. 
Popular names have been given for all broad groupings 
and wherever changes in the names of fishes have been 
effected, the corresponding names hitherto followed 
are shown in brackets. 
Major groups of fishes 
From Table 2 it is noticed that oil sardine accounted 
for 2,21,026 t forming about 16% of the total all India 
catch during 1981. The other major groups of species 
in the order of abundance in their catch are Bombay 
duck (1,37,790 t, 10.0%), penaeid prawns (83,539 t, 
6.1%), sciaenids (82,686 t, 6.0%), silverbellies (69,449 t, 
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Fig. 2. Landings of oil sardine during 1971 to 1981. 
5.0%), lesser sardines (61,980 t, 4.5%), non-penaeid 
prawns (61,430 t, 4.5%), cat fishes (59,390 t, 4.3%), 
elasmobranchs (56,008 t, 4.1%), pomfrets (48,728 t, 
3.5%) and mackerel (48,660 t, 3.5%). 
Oil sardine 
During 1981, the oil sardine landings showed an 
increase of about 1,05,000 t (91%) as compared to 
1980. Both Kerala and Karnataka landed substantial 
quantities contributing to the total all India oil sardine 
catch, their individual share being 66% and 30% res-
pectively. The oil sardine landings during 1971 to 
1981 showed wide fluctuations (Table 4 and Fig. 2). 
The maximum and minimum landings were recorded 
in 1981 and 1980 respectively. 
Bombay duck 
The Bombay duck catch during 1981 increased by 
about 42,000 t (44%). Higher landings in the states 
of Maharashtra and Gujarat accounted for the signi-
ficant increase in the total catch of Bombay duck in 
India. While Maharashtra showed 59%, Gujarat 
recorded 39% of the country's total catch in Bombay 
duck. Wide fluctuations in the total catch of Bombay 
duck were seen during 1971 to 1981 (Table 4 and Fig. 3). 
The highest and the lowest catch were recorded in 1981 
and 1972 respectively. 
Penaeid prawns 
A decline to the extent of about 28,000 t (25%) was 
noticed in the total catch of penaeid prawns during 
1981 as compared to 1980. This decline was mainly 
brought about by a sharp fall in Kerala, particularly 
in Sakthikulangara area where the fall in the catch 
was to the extent of about 27,000 t. In Gujarat and 
Maharashtra also there was a decline to the tune of 
about 3,500 and 1,700 t respectively in 1981 as compared 
to 1980. However, in Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh 
and Karnataka the landings increased by about 4,500, 
1,100 and 1,100 t respectively. Table 4 and Fig. 4 
show year to year fluctuations of penaeid prawn landings 
in India from 1971 to 1981. While the maximum catch 
was recorded in 1975, the minimum was seen in 1971, 
the respective figures being 1.42 lakhs and 0.72 lakh t. 
Sciaenids 
The landings of sciaenids during 1981 showed a 
decline of about 6,700 t (7%) as compared to 1980. 
The states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Andhra Pradesh, 
recorded lesser landings to the extent of about 6,400, 





o 5 0 
1971 72 7 3 74 79 76 77 78 79 80 81 
YEARS 
Fig. 3. Landings of Bombay duck (Harpodon nehereus) 
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Fig. 4. Landings of penaeid prawns during 1971 
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3,000 and 2,500 t respectively. The landings in Gujarat 
and Maharashtra, however, increased by about 3,600 
and 3,500 t respectively. The sciaenids landings during 
1971 to 1981 showed wide fluctuations (Fig. 5 and 
Table 4). The maximum and minimum landings were 
recorded in 1975 and 1971 respectively. 
Silverbellies 
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh 
to the extent of about 5,100, 2,400, 2,100 and 1,900 t 
respectively. Kerala, however recorded lower lan-
dings by about 4,400 t. The trend in the catch of 
catfishes for the years 1971 to 1981 are shown in Table 4 
and Fig. 9. While the maximum catch was recorded 
in 1974 (76,196 t), the minimum was seen in 1978 
(39,2311). 
An increase of about 15,000 t (27%) in the total 
catch of siverbellies was seen during 1981 as compared 
to 1980. This was mainly due to higher landings in 
the states of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, the 
increase being about 13,000 and 6,000 t respectively. 
However, Karnataka and Kerala recorded lower lan-
dings to the extent of about 3,000 and 1,300 t respecti-
vely. Table 4 and Fig. 6 show annual landings of 
silverbellies during the years 1971 to 1981 which show 
fluctuating trend. While the maximum landings were 
recorded in 1981, the minimum catch was in 1972. 
Elasmobranchs 
The landings of elasmobranchs during 1981 declined 
marginally by about 1,900 t (3%). While Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala and Gujarat accounted for the dechne by about 
2,200, 1,900 and 1,100 t respectively, the landings in 
Maharashtra and Karnataka increased by about 1,900 
and 1,200 t respectively. Fig. 10 and Table 4 show 
the catch trends during the 11 year period 1971 to 1981. 
The maximum catch of 66,054 t was recorded in 1974 
and <he minimum was observed in 1971 (41,348 t). 
Letter sardines 
The total catch of lesser sardines declined by about 
5,100 t (8%). Reduced landings in the states of Tamil 
Nadu, Kerala and Pondicherry by about 5,500, 3,400 
and 1,400 t respectively brought down the total all 
India catch. Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka, however, 
recorded higher landings by about 1,800 and 1,200 t 
respectively. The landings of lesser sardines during 
the year 1971 to 1981 are presented in Table 4 and Fig. 7. 
The maximum and minimum landings were recorded 
in 1975 and 1972 respectively, the corresponding figures 
being 1,12,117 and 44,629 t. 
Non-penaeid prawns 
The landings of non-penaeid prawns during 1981 
showed a marginal increase of about 2,7l)0 t (5%). 
While Maharashtra and Gujarat recorded higher lan-
dings by about 5,500 and 600 t respectively, the landings 
in Andhra Pradesh and Kerala declined by about 2,700 
and 1,500 t respectively. Table 4 and Fig. 8 give the 
trend in the yield of non-penaeid prawns during 1971 
to 1981. While the maximum catch ot 85,488 t was 
recorded in 1972 the minimum was recorded in 1978 
(50,6521.) 
Catfishes 
A substantial increase to the extent of about 15,600 t 
(36%) in the total catch of catfishes was noticed during 
1981-as compared to 1980. This was possible by com-







Fig. 11. Landings of pomfrets during 1971 to 1981. 
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Fig. 12. Landings of mackerel during 1971 to 1981. 
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Pomfrets 
A significant increase of about 10,500 t (27%) in the 
total catch of pomfrets was observed during 1981. 
This was due to higher landings in the states of Maha-
rashtra and Gujarat to the extent of about 7,100 and 
6,600 t respectively. The catch in Orissa, however, 
showed a decline of about 5,400 t. The trend in the 
landings of pomfrets for the years 1971 to 1981 are 
shown in Table 4 and Fig. 11. While the maximum 
catch was recorded in 1981 (48,728 t), the minimum 
was seen in 1972 (19,007 t). 
Mackerel 
The catch of mackerel during 1981 showed a decline 
of about 6,600 t (12%). While Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh and Kerala recorded lower landings by about 
3,300, 2,900 and 2,300 t respectively, Goa accounted 
for an increase of about 1,500 t. Fig. 12 and Table 4 
show the trend in the landings of mackerel during 
the years 1971 to 1981. The maximum catch of 204,5751 
was recorded in 1971 and the minimum was observed 
in 1974 (37,462 t). 
Statewise mechanised and non-mechanised fishing in 
1981 
Table 18 shows the statewise total mechanised and 
non-mechanised landings and of important species 
viz. oil sardine, mackerel, Bombay duck, sciaenids, 
perches, pomfrets, tunnies, penaeid and non-penaeid 
prawns and others during 1981. The salient features 
in different states are summarised below. 
Table 18. Statewise landings of marine fish from mechanised and non-mechanised fishing crofts during 1981 (in tonnes) 
STATE 














West Bengal Andhra Pradesh 
In West Bengal, the mechanised catch during 1981 
formed about 65% of the total catch. The catch of 
pomfrets from mechanised crafts was 21%. From 
non-mechanised crafts, the catch of prawns, Bombay 
duck and pomfrets was 21,9 and 9 per cent respectively 
of the total catch. 
Orissa 
Fifty four per cent of the total catch in Orissa during 
1981 came from mechanised crafts. The landings of 
pomfrets, sciaenids and prawns from mechanised crafts 
were 13, 9 and 6 per cent respectively. In non-mechani-
sed fishing crafts, the catch of pomfrets formed about 
7% and mackerel and sciaenids contributed to about 
5 % and 3 % respectively of the total catch. 
In Andhra Pradesh, 23% of the total catch came 
from mechanised fishing crafts, the balance being from 
non-mechanised crafts. The catch of prawns in mecha-
nised fishing crafts was 20%, the share of perches and 
sciaenids being 15 and 11 % of the total catch. Scia-
enids contributed 5% of the total non-mechanised 
catch while prawns, mackerel, pomfrets and perches 
landed 5,4,3 and 2 per cent respectively. 
Tamil Nadu 
The share of mechanised catch in the total catch in 
Tamil Nadu during the year was 48 %. Trawlers lan-
ded about 98 % of the total mechanised catch. Prawns, 













































































4,901 14,672 2,936 
15,437 29,513 4,985 






































































































































































































































































































Wolf herring (Chirocentrusj 
Oil sardine 
Other sardines (Lesser sardines) 
Hilsa shad (Hilsa ilisha) 































































































































































Thryssa ( Thrissocles) 
g. Other clupeoids 
5. Bombay duck (Harpodon nehereus) 
6. Lizard fishes (Saurida & Saurus) 
7. Half beaks & full beaks 
(Hemirhamphus & Belone) 
8. Flying fishes 
9. Perches 
a. Rock cods 
b. Snappers 
c. Pig-face breams 
d. Threadfin breams 
e. Other perches 
10. Goatlishes (Red mullets) 
11. Threadfins (Polynemids) 
12. Croakers (Sciaenids) 
13. Ribbon fishes 
14. Carangids 
a. Horse mackerel 
b. Scads 
c. Leather-jackets (Chorinemits) 

























































































































































































Silver bellies (Leiognathus & Gazza) 






















Unicorn cod (Bregmaceros) 
Flatfishes 
































































































































































































































































































































TOTAL ,106 8,051 7,916 9,025 6,201 339 6,540 1,496 1,004 104 1,108 1,969 
No. of operations of fishing units 31,689 35,406 35,715 40,674 26,671 2,127 14,129 8,043 863 16,012 
Table 19. Composition of marine fish landings from mechanised boats at major fish landing centre along the east coast of India (in tonnes) 
(Continued) 
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10,310 7,474 1,714 — 1,714 543 
— — 11 4 15 — 
- 5 5 
1 7 8 
13 
169 136 89 
2,101 1,367 3,431 
640 401 42 
50 201 — 
158 90 23 



































respectively to the total mechanised catch. From 
non-mechanised fishing crafts the landings of mackerel, 
perches, tunnies, sciaenids and prawns were about 
3,900, 3,400, 3,300, 2,900 and 2,600 t respectively. 
Pondicherry 
In Pondicherry, the mechanised catch during 1981 
formed about 35% of the total catch, of which 93% 
came from trawlers. 
Kerala 
Mechanised boats in Kerala during the year landed 
about 35 % of the total catch. Out of the total mecha-
nised catch of about 96,300 t, trawlers, purse seiners 
and others landed about 51 %, 18 % and 31 % respectively. 
In trawler landings, prawns formed about 33 % of the 
total catch from the craft. Oil sardine and mackerel 
were the major fishes landed by the purseseines, their 
contributions being 70 % and 22 % respectively. From 
non-mechanised fishing crafts, the landings of oil 
sardine and mackerel formed about 63% and 7% res-
pectively. 
Karnataica 
In Karnataka, 84% of the total catch came from 
mechanised fishing crafts. Out of a total of about 
130,0001 of mechanised catch, the share of purse-seiners, 
trawlers and others was 74 %, 25 % and 1 % respectively. 
The landings of oil sardine and mackerel from purse 
seines were 56,600 (59%) and 15,400 (16%) t respecti-
vely. From non-mechanised boats, the landings of 
oil sardine, mackerel and sciaenids formed about 20 %, 
18% and 5% respectively. 
Goa 
The landings from mechanised fishing crafts in Goa 
represented about 86%. Trawlers landed about 48% 
of the total mechanised catch. The landings of prawns, 
sciaenids and perches in trawlers were 2,000, 1,400 
and 750 t respectively. Oil sardine and mackerel from 
non-mechanised fishing crafts formed about 19% and 
7 % respectively. 
Maharashtra 
In Maharashtra, the mechanised catch during 1981 
formed about 89% of the total catch. The share of 
trawler catch in the total mechanised catch was about 
21 %. Prawns and sciaenids landings amounted to 
14,908 (29%) and 10,000 t (20%) respectively from 
the trawlers. In non-mechanised fishing crafts, the 
landings of prawns, sciaenids, Bombay duck and 
pomfrets were 7,837 (25%), 3,091 (10%), 2,507 (8%) 
and 2,319 (7%) t respectively. 
Gujarat 
The landings from mechanised fishing crafts in Gujarat 
formed about 74% of the total catch in 1981. The 
trawler catch was about 57 % of the total mechanised 
landings. Sciaenids and prawns landed about 27% 
and 9 % respectively of the total catch from trawlers. 
In non-mechanised fishing crafts the share of Bombay 
duck was about 58% of the total catch. 
Landings of mechanised boats at important landing 
centres 
Visliakhapatnam Outer Harbour 
The total landings from trawlers during 1981 showed 
a decline of about 1,900 t (24%) as compared to 1980 
(Table 19). The number of operations also declined 
by about 3,700. The catch per unit effort during 
1981 and 1980 was 193 and 227 kg respectively. The 
dechne in the total landings was mainly due to lower 
landings of perches, carangids, croakers and silver 
bellies to the extent of about 720, 440, 300 and 120 t 
respectively. The landings of ribbon fish, however, 
showed an increase of about 360 t. 
Kakinada Fisheries Harbour 
Both the catch and the number of operations of 
trawlers dechned during 1981 as compared to the pre-
vious year, the former by 1,109 t (12%) and the latter 
by 4,959 (12%) (Table 19). The catch per unit effort, 
however, remained more or less the same (222 kg) in 
1981 and 1980. The lesser catch of clupeoids, ribbon 
fish, non-penaeid prawns, croakers, silverbellies and 
crabs by about 570, 570, 470, 400, 200 and 100 t res-
pectively brought about the reduced total catch during 
1981. However, an increase in the landings of caran-
gids, perches, elasmobranchs and penaeid prawns by 
about 800, 350, 220 and 90 t respectively was 
noticed. 
Padumanikuppam 
The total landings from trawlers and gill netters 
during 1981 showed an increase of about 5,000 tonnes. 
(Table 19). In 1981, while 95 % of the total mechanised 
catch was from trawlers, the balance came from gill 
netters. The catch per unit effort in respect of 
28 
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TOTAL 31,314 1,113 32,427 84,556 7,124 2,461 17,454 27,039 25,348 
No. of operations of 
fishing units 126,880 8,444 187,843 44,323 21,947 8,870 96,147 
trawlers and gill netters was 233 and 159 kg. While 
the catch of perches, silverbeliies and penaeid prawns 
from both increased by about 1,130, 1,030, 1,030 and 
400 t respectively, croakers, elasmobranchs and flat 
fishes recorded reduced landings by about 500, 270 
and 230 t respectively. 
Cuddalore Fisheries Harbonr 
The total catch by trawlers and gill netters declined 
by about 900 t during 1981 (Table 19). The trawlers 
landed about 91 % of the total mechanised catch in 1981 
and the rest by gill netters. The catch per unit effort 
for trawlers was 125 kg while that of gill netters 121 kg. 
The decline in the total mechanised c^tch was mainly 
due to reduced landings of silverbeliies, perches and 
clupeoids by about 310, 170 and 130 t respectively. 
Nagapatnain 
The catch of trawlers during 1981 increased by about 
1,9001. (93%) Table 19). The number of operations 
of the trawlers also increased by about 6,500. The 
catch per unit effort during 1981 and 1980 was 245 
and 216 kg respectively. Most of the species recorded 
improved catches during 1981, the major species that 
. showed higher landings were silverbeliies, croakers, 
penaeid prawns, clupeoids, flat fishes and elasmo-
branchs, the increase being about 310, 300, 240, 
220, 90 and 90 i respectively. 
Mandapam 
The catch obtained from trawlers during 1981 was 
more than double as compared to 1980 (Table 19). 
The number of operations of the boats also increased 
by about 22,700. The catch per unit effort during 
1981 increased to 114 kg from 101 kg recorded in 1980. 
The species which recorded higher landings during 
1981 were silverbeliies, penaeid prawns, croakers and 
elasmobranchs whose catches increased by about 
1,600, 600, 200 and 150 t respectively. 
Rameswaram 
The total catch from trawlers and gill netters during 
1981 increased by about 6,200 t, the bulk of the catch 
being from trawlers (Table 19). The catch per unit 
effort for trawlers and gill netters during 1981 was 203 
and 101 kg respectively. Barring stomatopods and 
catfishes whose catch declined by about 150 and 100 t 
respectively, all the other major species recorded higher 
catches from both during 1981. The species that 
recorded higher landings were silverbeliies, croakers, 
elasmobranchs, penaeid prawns, crabs and goat fishes 
whose landings increared by about 2,800, 1,300, 1,100, 
700, 200 and 170 t respectively. 
Tuticorin Fisheries Harbour 
The total catch from both trawlers and gill netters 
during 1981 showed an increase of about 5,8001 (88%) 
as compared to 1980, the bulk of the catch coming 
from trawlers (Table 19). While the catch per unit 
effort from trawlers was about 385 kg the same from 
gill netters was about 166 kg. The significant increase 
in the total catch of both during 1981 was due to higher 
catches of penaeid prawns, clupeoids and silver bellies, 
the increase in their landings being about 2,800, 1,800 
and 1,200 t respectively. The landings of croakers, 
soles and elasmobranchs, however, decreased by about 
300, 200 and 140 t respectively. 
Sakthikalangara 
The total catch by trawlers during 1981 decline by 
about 50,000 tonnes, the corresponding number of 
operations of fishing crafts also declined by about 
46,000 (Table 20). The catch per unit effort also declined 
to 247 kg in 1981 from 470 kg recorded in 1980. The 
poor landings of prawns, perches, catfishes and croakers 
respectively by about 27,000, 11,000, 2,500 and l,200t 
were responsible for the sharp decline in the total catch. 
30 
Table 20. Composition of marine fish landings from mechanised boats at major fish 
west coast of India (in tonnes) 
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— — 3 334 
255 — 256 
138 — 224 
179 — 224 143 
— — 4 
8 _ 12 
1 — 1 
7 — 7 
500 — 541 





















TOTAL 19,587 1,925 1,732 359 23,603 20,835 
No. of operations of 21,540 13,999 4,533 1,617 37,462 
fishing units 
The landings from gillnetters also declined by about 
2,200 t. Both the number of operations and catch 
per unit effort declined in 1981 as compared to 1980 
the former by 6,700 and the latter by 89 kg. The lower 
landings ot catfishes, tunnies, elasmobranchs and seer 
fishes by 600, 500, 500 and 300 t respectively brought 
down the total catch. 
Cochin Fisheries Harbour 
240 t. The catch of elasmobranchs and pomfrets, 
however, increased by about 80 and 50 t respectively. 
The purse seiner landings during 1981 showed an 
increase of about 2,600 t. While the number of opera-
tions of the boats declined by 710, the catch per unit 
effort increased by about 417 kg. The landings of 
clupeoids increased by about 2,300 t and of mackerel 
declined by about 320 t. 
The total catch from trawlers declined marginally 
by about 800 t. The number of operations and the 
catch per unit effort also declined marginally during 
1981 as compared to 1980, the former by 1,800 and the 
latter by 11 kg. The landings of clupeoids, stomato-
pods, croakers, carangids and catfishes declined by 
about 620, 360, 160, 100 and 80 t respectively. Per-
ches, however, recorded a substantial increase of about 
l,600t. (Table 20) 
While the catch from gill netters declined by 100 t, 
the catch per unit effort showed an increase of about 
48 kg, since the number of operations declined sharply 
by about 18,500. The lower total catch during 1981 
was mainly due to reduced landings of tunnies by about 
Sassoon Docks 
During 1981, mechanised boats operated with trawl 
nets, dol nets, gill nets and hooks and lines in Sassoon 
Docks, the combined catch for all the gears being 23,603 t 
as compared to 20,835 t in 1980, showing an increase 
of about 2,800 t (13%) (Table 20). The bulk of the 
mechanised catch during 1981 was from trawlers (83%), 
the rest being from dol nets (8%), gill nets (7%) and 
hooks and lines (2%). Comparatively higher landing of 
penaeid prawns, croakers and non penaeid prawns 
during 1981 contributed to the higher catch in the year, 
the increase in their landings being 1,300, 1,250 and 
220 t respectively. The catch of perches, however, 
showed a decline. . 
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